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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith Jr. et 
al (6,490,343; hereinafter Smith) in view of Zou et al (6,246,983; hereinafter Zou). 

In considering claim 1 and 37-39, Smith discloses producing custom output in response 
to user input, the method comprising: 

locating in a programmable device at least one user-specified output character associated 
with user input, in response to receipt of an input code representing said user input; and 
providing said at least one user-specified output character for use by an application program (col. 
8, lines 28-32 and lines 45-54). 

While Smith discloses the system substantially as claimed Smith does not specifically 
disclose that the user-specified output character is for use by an application program. 
Nonetheless, providing user-specified output characters, linguistic phrases, or canned messages 
for use by an application program such as e-mail is well known as evidenced by Zou. 

In similar art, Zou discloses that canned messages can be used to keep up with e-mail 
correspondence during business trips or vacation. Zou fiirther discloses that an e-mail 
administrator or user can create custom canned messages in advance, and use them later in e- 
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mail messages (coL 8, lines 24-46). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art modify the system taught by Smith to include the step of providing custom outputs to 
an application program such as e-mail in order to allow rapid non-keystroke by keystroke 
communication via wireless devices. The modification would also be advantageous to users 
when traveling or away from the computer thus saving a great deal of time and allowing 
flexibility in communication. Therefore the claimed limitations would have been obvious 
modification to the system disclosed by Smith. 

Li considering claim 2, 3, and 21-22, Smith discloses further comprising receiving said 
input code from a web interface (col. 10, lines 3-6, and 13-16). 

In considering claim 4-5 and 23-24, Smith discloses receiving said input code from a web 
interface comprises receiving said input code from a wireless communications system (col. 10, 
lines 9-12). 

In considering claim 6 and 25, Smith discloses receiving said input code from a wireless 
communications system comprises receiving said input code from a wireless telephone (col. 6, 
lines 58-61). 

In considering claim 7-9, and 26-27, Zou further discloses providing said output character 
or linguistic phrase to an application program and performing an action based on the output (See 
Abstract lines 8-17). 

In considering claim 1 1 and 28, Zou further discloses performing an action comprises 
inserting said linguistic phrase into a field of e-mail (col. 8, lines 24-46). 
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In considering claim 12-13 and 29-30, Smith discloses wherein programming said 
programmable device by associating at least one output character or linguistic phrases with a 
corresponding input code (col. 11, lines 24-33). 

hi considering claim 14 and 31, Smith discloses programming comprises receiving 
said at least one user-specified character from a user input device (col. 11, lines 5-12). 

In considering claim 15-16 and 32-33, Smith discloses wherein receiving comprises 
receiving from a communications network programming commands for associating said 
at least one output character with said input code by presenting a programming interface to a 
user, to facilitate receiving said programming commands (col. 11, lines 19-33). 

In considering claim 17 and 34, Smith discloses further comprising relating a set of input 
codes and corresponding output characters to a user (see fig. 3a and 3b). 

In considering claim 18 and 35, Smith discloses wherein relating comprises relating sets 
of input codes and corresponding output characters to corresponding users (see fig. 3a and 3b). 

In considering claim 19 and 36, Smith discloses wherein said processor circuit is 
programmed to locate a set of input codes and corresponding output characters, corresponding to 
a user determined from said input code (col. 12, lines 3-8 and 18-22). 

In considering claim 40, Zou further discloses an apparatus for producing user defined 
output characters in response to input codes produced by a web-communicating input device, the 
system comprising a web server (fig. 1, 28) operable to establish communications with the web- 
communicating input device using the World Wide Web and programmed to produce at least one 
user specified output character for use in a field of an e-mail produced by an e-mail server (fig. 1, 
23) in communication with said server, in response to receipt by said web server of an input 
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code, from said web communicating input device (see Smith col. 8, lines 28-32 and lines 45-54 

and Zou col. 8, lines 24-46). 

In considering claim 41, Zou discloses an e-mail system comprising: 

a web server operable to establish communications with devices using the World Wide 

Web (fig. 1,28); 

an e-mail server operable to communicate with said web server (fig. 1, 23); 

at least one of said web server and said e-mail server being programmed to produce at 
least one user-specified output character for use in a filed of an e-mail in response to receipt of 
an input code from one of the devices (see Smith col. 8, lines 28-32 and lines 45-54 and Zou col. 
8, lines 24-46). 

In considering claims 42-43, Zou further discloses wherein the web server and e-mail 
server are implemented on a common computer or on separate computers (col. 3, lines 6-21, 28- 
35). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D Flynn whose telephone number is 703-308-7609. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfixl, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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